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FLORA AND FAUNA CONSERVATION-A PLEA 
TO LANDHOLDERS 
By C. F. H. JENKINS, M.A. , Chief , Division of Biological Services 
M U C H of the recent discussion on conservation has centred around the importance of 
wild flower reserves and the necessity for protecting one of the State's most important 
tourist attractions. A l though less important to visitors than the flowers, many of our wi ld 
animals hold equal interest for nature lovers and scientists, and they also need protection. 
West Australian marsupials are less 
spectacular than the big game of Africa, 
but they are unique and did more to 
publicise the early colony than perhaps 
anything else. Unfortunately some species 
have already disappeared and others are 
alarmingly scarce, but Western Australia 
is one of the last strongholds where such 
creatures as the banded anteater or num-
bat, the dalgite, or rabbit bandicoot, the 
native squirrel, the honey mouse and the 
pigmy possum may still be found. 
In most instances flora reserves serve 
well as fauna reserves and there is little 
conflict between these two interests. 
The main problems associated with wild 
life conservation in its broadest sense, are 
the selection of suitable reserves and the 
reconciliation of such areas with the agri-
cultural and industrial development of the 
surrounding district. 
Although large reserves are essential for 
the protection of many types of plants and 
animals, small sanctuaries are also very 
useful, despite many opinions to the con-
trary. Small reserves on farms, townsites 
and roadsides provide a haven for 
hundreds of species which would otherwise 
have gone from the settled areas and par-
ticularly for birds, they provide access 
ways from one large area of bush to 
another. 
The concern which most countries feel 
at the rapid disappearance of many plants 
and animals is shown by the recent forma-
tion of the World Wildlife Fund and the 
calling of the first World Conference on 
National Parks, in Seattle in 1962. Within 
the Commonwealth, the Australian 
Academy of Science has sponsored a 
detailed survey of National Parks and 
Fauna Reserves in all States. Recently the 
Australian Conservation Foundation was 
formed and its first meeting was held in 
Canberra. All States were represented and 
the Hon. Sir Garfield Barwick was elected 
President. 
The Western Australian section of the 
Academy Report was edited by the con-
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servation subcommittee of the Royal 
Society and is now on sale. Although this 
report contains detailed recommendations 
for the treatment of many parks and 
potential reserves, earlier work to conserve 
the State's flora and fauna should be 
appreciated. Already some millions of acres 
have been set aside for the protection of 
wild life and such bodies as the National 
Parks Board, the Western Australian Wild 
Life Authority and the Forests Depart-
ment have a prime responsibility to 
preserve our animals and wild flowers. 
In any conservation policy the govern-
ment has, of course, a grave responsibility, 
but the effectiveness of such a policy 
depends largely on public opinion. There 
are still many people in Western Australia 
who believe that the "vast interior" and 
the "virgin bush" provide all that is neces-
sary for the preservation of our wild life. 
Unfortunately such a belief is quite ill-
founded. 
Land development in south-western 
Australia is proceeding at about one 
million acres a year and shows no sign of 
slackening. This may augur well for our 
economic future, but it could spell disaster 
for our wild life and make a mockery of 
our claim to many scenic features and 
tourist attractions. 
A stirring of the public conscience is 
already evident in the activities of the 
many organisations which now sponsor the 
cause of wild life conservation. More con-
verts are necessary, however, particularly 
in the country where opposition still exists 
to the retention of large reserves, particu-
larly if they are in any way suitable for 
pastoral or agricultural purposes. 
We have helpful legislation and some 
fine parks and sanctuaries. More are 
needed, however, and some of those 
already in existence should be made more 
secure. Unless such steps are taken soon 
we will join the many countries which have 
squandered their natural assets and are 
now making futile efforts to put back the 
clock and repair the vandalism of earlier 
generations. 
A series of wildflower articles will be 
presented in future issues of the Journal 
of Agriculture, prepared by officers of the 
Department's Botany Branch and State 
Herbarium, who travel widely throughout 
the State and are thoroughly familiar with 
our native flora. 
It is hoped that these will give readers 
a better understanding of our botanical 
heritage and will encourage landholders 
to protect native bush and the associated 
wildlife wherever possible. 
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